
The Sustainable Native Communities 
Collaborative (SNCC) focuses on 
culturally and environmentally 
sustainable development with American 
Indian, First Nations, and Indigenous 
communities world-wide. Through 
planning, architectural design, technical 
assistance and research, our services 
help tribes gain self-sufficiency, improve 
their impacts on the natural world, 
and develop healthy, green, culturally-
appropriate communities.

www.sustainablenativecommunities.orginfo@sustainablenativecommunities.org

SNCC believes in cultivating a planning 
and design process that brings together 

community, culture and art with sustainable 
community development.
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What does culturally responsive, deep-green 

architecture look like when people engage with their 

traditions in the context of globalization? We focus 

on planning and building projects that respond to 

culture and place, aligning exemplary technologies 

with the values expressed by tribal community 

members.

SNCC develops community outreach, design and 

development curricula through workshops, seminars, 

and educational forums. We have the capacity to 

participate in local meetings and lead workshops 

and design charrettes in a range of community and 

conference contexts.

Our team has led design and construction studios 

with universities and institutions internationally, 

exposing hundreds of students to real world design 

challenges. By engaging with emerging and practicing 

architects, planners and designers, we’re facilitating 

a new generation of compassionate leaders and 

critical thinkers who can advance the fields of tribal 

architecture and planning. 
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We have experience developing, updating, and 

designing innovative and culturally responsive master 

plans with tribal communities. Our work across Indian 

Country demonstrates the importance we place on 

culture, community and site in each participatory, 

iterative design process.
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At SNCC, we place importance on researching and 

sharing the stories of exceptional tribal development 

and planning projects. We provide community 

members and design practitioners with opportunities 

to study successful built projects. Our nationally 

acclaimed methodology for assessing economic, 

cultural, and environmental sustainability can be seen 

in our growing catalog of tribal case studies. 

SNCC has published a set of online resources to assist 

communities in developing their own projects. One 

of our tools, the Healthy Native Homes Roadmap, 

outlines critical steps in each phase of development. 

Drawing on a decade of experience in Indian Country, 

our resources are designed to optimize Tribal 

development processes. 

Puyallup Nation Housing Authority 

Daniel Glenn, AIA, NCARB

Environmental Works 

Puyallup Nation Housing Authority and Marpac

CORE PROJECT EMPHASES:

Client/Developer:

Design Architect:

Architecture Firm

Contractor:

Civil Engineer:

Structural Engineer 

Landscape Architect:

Partner:

Haozous Engineering

Malsam Tsang Engineering CorporationThomas 

Rengstorf & Associates

Ecotope

Place of Hidden Waters represents culturally and environmentally re-

one that achieved Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 

traditional Puyallup tribal lands on a hill overlooking the Puget Sound 

a traditional Coast Salish longhouse, using a variation of the modern 
townhouse courtyard. 

 

TOTAL PROJECT COST: 

$6.6M
TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COST: 

Phase I: $2.6M Phase II: $2.1M*
COST PER SQ FOOT: 

Phase I: $166 Phase II: $135*

COST PER UNIT: 

Phase I: $260,000
 Phase II: $210,000*

TOTAL UNITS: 
20
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NATIONAL MODEL

IMPACT

COMMUNITY INTEGRATED DESIGN
DESIGN

HABITAT PRESERVATION

SITE
XERISCAPE + RAIN GARDENS

INNOVATION
LONGHOUSE FORM

CULTURE
LEED PLATINUM

GREEN

LESSONS LEARNED

 Affordable tribal housing can achieve LEED 

housing model. 

 Resident and staff participation in the design 
process was a critical ingredient to the 
project’s success.  

 Careful study of historic precedents can 
provide inspiration for modern living. 

Engagement

BEST PRACTICES

 An integrative process was key to the 
design from the beginning, following the 
requirements for LEED for Homes. 

 The vision for the project came from 
engagement among the housing authority, 
community, and architect. The Project was 
developed through careful site evaluation, 
historic precedents, and green building 
goals. 

 Consistent project leadership by housing 
staff allowed for continuity.
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* Estimated costs
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